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Alcohol 

Chemical Formula: 
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Synonyms

ethanol, 
ethyl alcohol, 
SD alcohol 40-B 

Description

Colorless flammable liquid 

Uses

Alcohol is used as a fast drying solvent in many products, especially cosmetics and hair sprays. 

When the word alcohol is used alone, it refers to ethanol, the alcohol found in wine, beer, and distilled spirits. 

When used in products not licensed for drinking, ethanol is usually denatured. Such alcohols are called denatured alcohol, or "specially denatured" alcohol. You will often see "SD alcohol" mentioned on a label, sometimes followed by a number and letter, such as "40-B". This is the designation given by the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms to the denaturing method used. For example, SD-40 is ethanol denatured by adding tiny amounts of the bitterest tasting substance known -- denatonium benzoate. 

Other alcohols

There are a large number of alcohols besides ethanol. All of them have the hydroxyl group OH attached to a carbon atom. The simplest is methanol: 
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Methanol has one carbon, ethanol has two, and there are two forms of the alcohol with three carbons -- propanol 
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and isopropanol. 
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ethanol: InChI=1/C2H6O/c1-2-3/h3H,2H2,1H3/i2-1 


isopropanol: InChI=1/C3H8O/c1-3(2)4/h3-4H,1-2H3 


methanol: InChI=1/CH4O/c1-2/h2H,1H3/i1-1 


propanol: InChI=1/C3H8O/c1-2-3-4/h4H,2-3H2,1H3 


denatonium benzoate: InChI=1/C21H28N2O.C7H6O2/c1-5-23(6-2,15-19-13-8-7-9-14-19)16-20(24)22-21-17(3)11-10-12-18(21)4;8-7(9)6-4-2-1-3-5-6/h7-14H,5-6,15-16H2,1-4H3;1-5H,(H,8,9)/fC21H29N2O.C7H5O2/h22H;/q+1;-1 

